The MOE Looks After New Residents’ Children with the “Taiwan New Resident Torch Program”
 (The texts were provided by Guo Ling-ru from Junior High School, Elementary and Preschool Education Group)

According to the Ministry of the Interior (MOI) statistics, the total number of new residents is 477,712 at the end of April, 2013. Foreign spouses who immigrate to Taiwan and their children still face difficulty adapting to life in Taiwan due to language and cultural barriers, and it is the government’s responsibility to provide them with care and counseling. The MOE and the MOI jointly host the “Taiwan New Resident Torch Program”, which is implemented from 2012 to 2014. It is hoped that through interagency and interdisciplinary collaboration among the MOI, the MOE, schools of all levels and private sectors, we can provide the children of new residents in Taiwan with a sound counseling mechanism on culture, education, and life.

In light of the increasing number of new residents’ children every year, the K-12 Education Administration, and the MOE has been subsidizing all city/county governments to implement the “Educational Counseling Program for Foreign Spouses’ and Mainland Chinese Spouses’ Children” since 2004, following nine subsidy principles: 1) to implement counseling projects; 2) to organize parental education workshops; 3) to host multicultural or international day activities; 4) to organize pedagogy workshops; 5) to organize teachers’ multicultural study workshops; 6) to implement Mandarin Chinese enhancement courses; 7) to print or purchase multicultural teaching materials, brochures, or other teaching materials; 8) to organize national events to select excellent teaching plans on multicultural education ; and 9) to organize courses on their mother tongues.

Over the years, the total budget used to subsidize special municipality and county/city governments to implement the “Educational Counseling Program for Foreign Spouses’ and Mainland Chinese Spouses’ Children” is about NT$390,000,000 by 2013. Regarding the performance and outcome of this program from 2011 to 2013, 477,710 people participated in the 2011 program, 401,551 people in 2012, and 479,831 people in 2013.
Take the counseling program implemented at Shiliu Elementary School in Yunlin County in the school year of 2012 for example: two students, Zhen and Liu, showed their emotional distress and attention deficit problems. Their situations have improved after counseling; they get along with their classmates and become more concentrated in class. Another example is that Fongli Elementary School in Hualian County offered Mandarin Chinese enhancement courses to improve foreign spouses’ children’s abilities in reading and writing Mandarin phonetic symbols. Just like learning English alphabetic letters, it is hoped that through these activities the governments can help children develop a solid foundation and prepare them for all different learning tasks in the future.

With more and more new residents, Taiwan is gradually developing into a multicultural and international society, which symbolizes Taiwan’s progress and its first step towards a more promising future. The MOE will continue to promote the “Educational Counseling Program for Foreign Spouses’ and Mainland Chinese Spouses’ Children” to provide comprehensive assistances to look after children of those new residents from different countries.
