The Free Education Plan for the Five-year-old Starts in September!
By Wan-ling He, Division of Junior High, Elementary School and Preschool Education

The Ministry of Education drew attention to everyone regarding the start of application for the education allowance plan on the five-year-old (thereafter referred as “the free education plan”) for the first semester of this academic year. Eligible applicants are parents whose child (children): 1) was (were) born between September 2nd, 2008 and September 1st, 2009 and 2) is (are) currently studying in a kindergarten that meets relevant requirements. Moreover, additional supports will be provided to financially distressed families. Please take note of the application time and deadline and submit your application in a timely manner.
According to the Ministry of Education, the free education plan encompasses two major categories: tuition waiver and allowances for children in financially distressed families (thereafter referred as “allowance for the financially distressed”). Further details are provided below:
1. Free tuition fees:
No limit is set on the household annual income, so parents do not have to submit an application; the staff in your kindergarten will deal with the application for you. There are two types of allowances relevant to this category.
a. For children in public kindergartens: The tuition waiver will be granted directly to pay part, if not all, of the tuition fees when children start their study. Parents can save as much as NTD 14,000 per year on each child.
    b. For children in private kindergartens: The tuition waiver can also be granted directly to pay for tuitions, in the same manner as the case of public kindergartens. Alternatively, parents can wait for the funding to be appropriated by local governments. For each child, A maximum of NTD 30,000 (appropriated through two installments, one in each semester) can be granted per year. 
2. Allowances for the financially distressed:
a. Households with a low or middle-low income level, or those whose total household income (including the five-year-old, father and mother) went below NTD 700,000 in 2012, are eligible for free education allowances as well as allowances for the financially distressed. Depending on their income level, allowances (ranging from NTD 10,000 to NTD 30,000) will be granted to cover other educational expenses, and such allowances will be appropriated through two installments, one for each semester.
b. This subsidy is not available to households that possess more than 3 pieces of real estate, the current value of which is over NTD 6,500,000, and those whose annual interest income is more than NTD 100,000.

3. Children in the most financially distressed families, as a result of receiving these two categories of allowances, can study in public kindergartens for free or study in private kindergartens with allowances up to NTD 60,000 for every academic year.
Because the lives of financially distressed households hinge greatly on such allowance, the information system of the Ministry of Education, in order to simplify the application process, will compile relevant data before the start of every semester, and applicants do not have to submit corroborative documents. However, applicants have to complete forms issued by kindergartens, and the kindergarten staff will check for their qualification in the information system. Upon confirming the status and the sum of allowance, the staff will inform applicants by letter. For exceptional cases that cannot be processed in the information system, or that results obtained from information system turn out to be not so reliable, applicants can offer corroborative documents, such as income tax slips and property ownership lists, for the staff to process further so that they can receive their fair share of allowances.
Children who are out of the stipulated age range are eligible for middle-low-income family allowances. Parents can submit proof of middle-low-income to kindergarten(s), and the staff will assist them in their applications (with NTD 6,000 per semester as the maximum sum). For those wishing to know more about their eligibility and application method, please turn to the city (country) government or township, city or district public office where the child’s residence belongs to, for relevant inquires. To help parents focus on their work, after-school caretaking services have been provided by public kindergartens to children from financially distressed families. 

As pointed out by the Ministry of Education, in order to make the most of the allowance plan, related regulations on supports have been designed. In the academic year of 2014, 98% of the kindergartens in Taiwan have passed the qualification exam. With the cooperation between the government and private kindergarten owners, a safe learning environment and professional teaching staff can be offered to children, and a stable charging policy on kindergarten education can be enacted and implemented. In addition, the rights of receiving supports will also be safeguarded. Under the good care of parents, kindergartens and the government, children will receive better education and living standard.
The Ministry of Education would like to reiterate the aforementioned information. For those who wish to know more, please turn to the city (county) government and the kindergarten where your child (children) study, or visit the webpage of Early Childhood Educare (http://www.ece.moe.edu.tw).
